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Chapter 1 | The life of a lawyer
Exercise 1.1 — Articulate in as much detail as possible what sort of legal work you would like to do as a lawyer and why you are drawn to this work.
See The new lawyer at pp.10- 21.

The answers to this exercise will vary according to each student. Student answers to this question should be assessed on the basis of the depth of the care and reflection evident in the construction of their answer. 

It is important that students engage with both elements of the question.  First, they should articulate an area of law that they feel they might have an interest or enjoy working in, or that they have a passion for or an emergent sense of vocation for (asking students to connect with these ideas will help harness their intrinsic motivation for studying legal education and support their psychological well-being).  Students may not be able to describe the legal work in very much detail – however, students who have engaged deeply with the content of the chapter (particularly pp.10-21) should be able to achieve some level of detail.  Second, students should reflect carefully on what it is that draws them to this sort of legal work. They should make connections between their interests, their personality, and their prior knowledge or experience that inform their current thinking. 
	Note: The purpose of this exercise is to encourage students to begin engaging with the breadth of post-graduation work opportunities that a law degree provides.  After working through this exercise students will have a more thoroughly articulated (if early) concept of what they want to use their law degree to achieve and what sort of lawyer they would like to become.




Exercise 1.2 — Review the features and content of the law degree in which you are presently enrolled. What will be the likely impact upon the curriculum if compliance with the Threshold Learning Outcomes for Law is made mandatory for all law schools?
See The new lawyer at pp.25 – 27.

Answers to this question should include a clear but brief description of the features and content of the law degree of the student’s own university.  Students should note the ways in which their degree content and structure achieves compliance with the legal knowledge requirements of the Priestly 11.  Students should contrast this with the nature of the Threshold Learning Outcomes (and the inclusion of legal skills in 5 of the 6 TLOs).  Students should note that currently the TLOs do not yet have any formal standing in relation to legal admission requirements; however, in time their impact on the law curriculum may be significant.  This will certainly be the case if the TLOs are used to inform the standards regulation and auditing of law schools by the new Tertiary Education Quality Standards Agency. The law curriculum will need to adapt to ensure compliance, not only with the admissions requirements, but also with the quality assurance and standards elements of the Australian Qualifications Framework. As the TLOs have been designed to satisfy these requirements they have the potential to be extremely relevant to, and perhaps influential in, the incoming quality assurance processes for tertiary legal education. It should be noted also that the TLOs have also been designed with reference to good practice in legal education around the world — so they do in fact represent what a law student needs to know and be able to do on graduation, not only in Australia, but also in terms of global legal practice.
	Note: The purpose of this exercise is to encourage students to think carefully about the structure and content of the law degree at their institution.  Students should be able to identify that law degrees – as they are currently structured to comply with the Priestly 11 – usually have a relatively heavy emphasis on doctrinal content. This can be compared with the way in which the Threshold Learning Outcomes for law place a level of emphasis on legal skills, such as thinking skills, communication and collaboration skills, and self-management skills.  Some students may make connections with the requirements of the legal profession: what knowledge and skills are required for legal practice, and whether Australian legal education fully satisfies those requirements currently.



Exercise 1.3 — Conduct some online research and identify the differences between the way law is taught in Australia and the way it is taught in (a) the UK and (b) the USA.
See The new lawyer at pp.22 – 28.  This question builds on this section by extending students’ knowledge to legal education practice in other international jurisdictions.
Some useful sites for understanding how legal education works in the UK are:

http://www.educationuk.org/USA/Article/Law-and-legal-studies-courses-in-the-UK; http://studyinglaw.co.uk/; and http://www.sra.org.uk/home/home.page.

See also, for example, the answers to FAQs on Legal Education provided by the UK Centre for Legal Education (this Centre is now closed as it has been de-funded but its resources remain available online) at http://www.ukcle.ac.uk/students/directory/faq/.

Over 2011-2012 legal education and training in the UK have been undergoing a formal review as a joint project of the UK Solicitors Regulation Authority, the Bar Standards Board and ILEX Professional Standards Ltd (an independent legal regulator).  The Review process and outcomes can be seen at: http://letr.org.uk/.
Briefly, the legal system in the UK includes two distinct systems which impact on how law is taught.  The system in England, Wales and Northern Ireland is a common law system.  The system in Scotland is a pluralistic hybrid of common law and civil law. This difference arose as a result of the 1706 Treaty of Union that was formed when England and Scotland merged to form the Kingdom of Great Britain in 1707.  One of the terms of the Treaty ensured that Scotland's legal system, which at the time was based on civil law, would continue as a distinct system from that of England and Wales.
Legal education in the UK is not dissimilar to that in Australia in that in order to qualify for legal practice there is a prescribed path, and seven areas of knowledge must be studied. These areas of knowledge are known as the Foundations of Legal Knowledge, and are usually incorporated into an LLB (Bachelor of Law) or BA (Hons) Law. The subject areas are:

· Public law (constitutional/administrative)
· European Union law
· Procedural Law (including law of evidence)
· Criminal law
· Law of obligations (contract, restitution, and tort)
· Property law (real property)
· Trusts and equity.

Having completed a law degree, the pathway to practice is different depending on whether a person wants to become a solicitor or barrister.  Those who seek to become a solicitor must complete a one year Legal Practice Course (LPC) usually followed by two years' apprenticeship, known as a training contract. Barristers apply to join one of the four Inns of Court and then complete the one-year Bar Professional Training Course (BPTC), followed by a year training in a set of barristers' chambers, known as pupillage. Students who have not completed a law degree are able to undertake what is known as ‘a conversion course’. 
Some useful sites for understanding how legal education works in the USA are:
http://www.lsac.org/; http://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/resources/aba_approved_law_schools.html; and http://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/resources/bar_admissions/basic_overview.html
In the USA there is no one standard approach to the law curriculum. However, studying law usually entails completing a Juris Doctor (JD) degree (a post-graduate law degree) from an American Bar Association (ABA)-approved law school.  This is one of the requirements for achieving a licence to practice law in the US. All the ABA-approved law schools provide a legal education that will equip graduates with the necessary knowledge and skills to take a bar examination. A JD law degree in the US usually takes three years of full-time, or four years of part-time, study. Admission to the JD course requires a Bachelor’s degree or its equivalent in a subject other than law. Most law schools rely on the “case method” or Socratic approach to teaching. The core subjects – such as legal writing, contracts, torts, criminal law, constitutional law, and others are most often taught in the first year of the degree. The second year of a US law degree tends to have a focus on extra-curricular activities that offer a range of opportunities to connect with aspects of practice.  The third year of the degree is then usually spent studying elective subjects to explore areas of specialist practice.  It is also spent focussing on study for the bar exam.  

In order to practice, graduates must pass the bar exam administered by the relevant state board of bar examiners. These boards are either an agency of the highest court in the state or are closely connected to the state's bar association. Understanding the individual state-specific lawyer-licensing process for the jurisdiction in which a graduate wants to practice is very important because the requirements are variable from state to state (that is, they are not set nationally by the ABA or the Council for the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar).  
Although the requirements are variable, students must usually satisfy two general areas of merit for admission.  The first is competence, which is normally shown by the applicant having a JD degree from an ABA-approved law school, and by passing the relevant bar examination. In most jurisdictions, applicants are also required to demonstrate ethical competence by achieving an appropriate score on what is called the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE). This test assesses a student’s understanding of the standards related to a lawyer's professional conduct.  The second area of merit assessed for the achievement of a license to practice law concerns the character and fitness of applicants for such a license. 
	Note: This question can be used as a prompt to initiate a class discussion about the nature of legal education in common law countries, including the similarities and differences in approach, and why these similarities and differences might exist.  Linking to Chapter 14 the question could be asked whether these differences will persist with developments in globalisation.



Exercise 1.4 — Explain the notion of ‘academic integrity’ and how it can form the ethical foundations for your future as a legal professional.
See The new lawyer at pp.38 – 40.

At p.35 of the text working with academic integrity is described as meaning that students, when completing their academic work, “do not make use of other people’s words, ideas, research findings or information without acknowledging the source.” It is also said to mean that students “do not claim work completed by someone else, or part of their work” as their own. Writing with academic integrity involves referencing thoroughly and acknowledging the sources that have influenced one’s own writing. Writing with academic integrity is also a way for students to demonstrate a depth and breadth of knowledge. Words associated with failing to work with academic integrity include plagiarism, cheating and collusion.
Academic integrity is a part of the ethical foundation of a student’s future as a legal professional for a number of reasons:

1.  The issue of academic integrity is accepted as one that goes to whether a person is a ‘fit and proper person’ to be admitted to the legal profession, and whether a person is of ‘good fame and character’.
2.  The TLOs establish that both a knowledge of ethics (TLO1), and also an ethical disposition (TLO2), are threshold learning outcomes for the law degree; and completion of a law degree is a requirement for admission to legal practice.

3.  Working with academic integrity at university sets the scene for young lawyers to work with ethical integrity in their practice of the law.

	Note: The intention of this exercise is to encourage to students to think carefully about the importance of academic integrity, its nature and its critical place as a part of the foundations of their professional practice. 



Exercise 1.5 — Design a poster ‘selling’ the legal profession as a career and describing both the benefits of being a lawyer and the range of possible job options.
See The new lawyer at pp.7-10 and pp.10-21.
In the sections of the text entitled “The Realities of Legal Practice” and A Diversity of Career Options” there are a range of positive aspects of being a lawyer and practising law that students could draw from to create a poster ‘selling’ the legal profession.

One option is for students to make a poster that focuses, for example, on just one of the following realities of legal practice that are discussed on pp.7-10:

· Lawyers help people

· Lawyers assist with complicated problems

· Lawyers negotiate and resolve issues

· Lawyers advocate on behalf of people.  

Or they could create a collage of these issues.

Another option is for students to choose a career option, such as being a barrister, and present it with a positive focus on issues of advocacy and upholding the rule of law.
It can be helpful to direct students to tip sheets about poster design.  Microsoft PowerPoint is a useful tool for creating posters and many university printing services will be able to provide information about how to use PowerPoint for this purpose.  There are also tips available online.
This exercise can be adapted well as an assessment item for students to complete individually or in groups. Where this is done, possible criteria for assessing the posters might include:
	Content 5%

	· Your central thematic point is made clear.
· Choice of content is: 
· current, 

· significant, 
· relevant to the central theme of the poster. 

	Referencing 1%

	· Sources of data are acknowledged. 
· Referencing conforms to required Style Guide.

	Overall appearance   4%                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· Poster is visually appealing and professionally prepared. 

· Different elements of the poster are emphasised by the use of colours, graphics and fonts and by spacing and separation. 
· Text and graphics are evenly dispersed throughout the poster. 
· There is enough text to explain the graphics. 
· Text size is easy to read from 1-2 m away with the main text being at least 1/2 cm high.

	Note: The intention of this exercise is to encourage students to think laterally, positively and creatively about the possible work opportunities arising from having a law degree.



© John Wiley and Sons Australia, Ltd 2019
1.4

© John Wiley and Sons Australia, Ltd 2019
1.1

