CHAPTER ONE

MARRIAGES AND FAMILIES OVER TIME
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TRUE-FALSE
1.
Endogamy is the requirement that marriage must occur within a group.

Answer: True
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2.
Marriage and family are the same.

Answer: False
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3.
Polygamy is best defined as the marriage of one man to several women.

Answer: False
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4.
In the United States, there is primarily one dominant type of family structure.

Answer: False
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5.
Although polyandry can be found in various parts of the world, it is rare.

Answer: True
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6.
Cenogamy is a form of group marriage.

Answer: True
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7.
When we marry or have an intimate relationship with someone or have children, we have created a family of orientation.

Answer:  False
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8.
The modified extended family is found only in rural areas.

Answer: False
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9.
Another name for stepfamily is reconstituted.

Answer: True
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10.
Race is no longer a significant issue affecting family life in the U.S.

Answer: False
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11.
A cultural norm is whatever the most common behavior is in that community.

Answer: False
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12.
The consensus is that China’s fertility rate has dropped to a level below replacement and its economic growth has increased the per capita standard of living of its citizens by more than fourfold due to its one child policy.

Answer: False
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13..
As we move into the twenty-first century, marriages and families have finally stabilized.

Answer: False
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14.
The U.S. has one of the highest marriage rates in the industrialized world.

Answer: True
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15.
Myths, although primarily false, frequently contain an element of truth.

Answer: True
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16.
In some cultures, mating and childbirth occur outside legal marriage and sometimes without couples living together.

Answer: True
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17.
Compared with today, the 1950s were characterized by higher birth, divorce and premarital pregnancy rates.

Answer: False
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18.
Research shows that the dominant family structure during the colonial period was the nuclear family.

Answer: True
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19.
It was against the law in most Southern states for slaves to marry.

Answer: True
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20.
Pennsylvania State University Sociology Professor Samuel Richards has utilized DNA testing in his 
classroom in order to deepen conversations about race.

Answer: True
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21.
As a male living in the nineteenth century, your masculinity would be determined by your ability to provide 
for your family.

Answer: True
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22.
The marriage rate decreased in the U.S. as a result of World War II.

Answer: False
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23.
During World War II, women comprised a significant portion of the factory labor force.

Answer: True
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24.
According to the Census Bureau, nonfamily households can be made up of elderly individuals living alone.

Answer:  True

Page: 23

Difficulty=2

25.
Over the past hundred years there has been a steady decline in the number of mothers of small children who 
are in the labor force.

Answer: False
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26.
Between 1970 and 2009, the number of single mothers rose from 3 million to 14.5 million.

Answer:  True
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MULTIPLE CHOICE

27. __________ is the rule that requires marriages occur outside a group.

a. Endogamy

b. Exogamy

c. Homogamy

d. Polygamy

Answer: (b)
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28. __________ is the requirement that marriage occur within a group.

a. Endogamy

b. Polygyny

c. Exogamy

d. Heterogamy

Answer: (a)
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29. A monogamous marriage involves

a. two people of the same sex.

b. a male with several wives.

c. a person married to one person of the opposite sex.

d. repeated relationships.

Answer: (c)
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30. __________ is the legally recognized marriage structure in the United States.

a. Monogamy

b. Polygamy

c. Cenogamy

d. Polyandry

Answer: (a)
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31. Actress Elizabeth Taylor's several marriages and divorces can best be described as

a. polygamy.

b. serial monogamy.

c. cenogamy.

d. polyandry.

Answer: (b)
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32. A woman who has two or more husbands at the same time is said to have which type of marriage structure?

a. monogamy

b. polygyny

c. polygamy

d. polyandry

Answer: (d)
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33. In __________ polyandry, a group of brothers share a wife.

a. fraternal

b. nonfraternal

c. serial

d. sibling

Answer: (a)
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34. The Census Bureau defines the family as

a. a group of producing individuals.

b. a system society uses for determining social programs.

c. a group of persons working together for a common goal.

d. two or more persons living together and related by blood, marriage, or adoption.

Answer: (d)
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35. The family into which we are born and raised is called our

a. family of ancestry.

b. family of orientation.

c. family of procreation.

d. organic family.

Answer: (b)
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36. A family of orientation is best defined as

a. the family sanctioned by society to adopt children.

b. a group of unrelated individuals living together.

c. the family into which one is born and receives early socialization.

d. a socially approved group of adults and children.

Answer: (c)
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37. Carlos and Maria got married and eventually had two children, Juan and Monica. With their children, Carlos and Maria form a(n)

a. family of orientation.

b. family of procreation.

c. communal family.

d. extended family.

Answer: (b)
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38. The family structure in which mother, father, and children, along with grandparents, aunts, or uncles all live together in the same household is called a(n) __________ family.

a. incestuous

b. nuclear

c. extended

d. traditional

Answer: (c)
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39. The nuclear family comprises which of the following?

a. mother, father, and their children

b. mother, father, children, and other relatives

c. mother, father, and children under age 16

d. a recently married couple

Answer: (a)
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40.  The Wong family migrated to the United States, which included Mr. Wong's wife and four children, his parents, and unmarried sister. In what type of family structure are the Wongs involved?

a. Chinese family arrangement

b. Asian culture

c. refugee family

d. extended family

Answer: (d)
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41.  The authors define the modified extended family structure as

a. stepfamilies living together.

b. a variety of relatives living in close proximity in the same neighborhood.

c. gang members who have a pact with each other.

d. a communal group.

Answer: (b)
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42.  Jean Claude is a native of Haiti who migrated to Miami where he now lives in a neighborhood comprised of relatives and friends. This living arrangement can be described as

a. ghetto style.

b. multigenerational.

c. little Haiti.

d. modified extended family.

Answer: (d)

Page: 5-6

Difficulty=3

43.  Which of the following is the most accurate definition of a single-parent family?

a. an unmarried teenage mother

b. a divorced mother caring for two or more children

c. a single mother who receives welfare

d. a single parent living with his/her children

Answer: (d)
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44.  A blended family is created when

a. a recently divorced husband and wife remarry each other.

b. a widow with children remarries, creating a new family.

c. the couple draws up a prenuptial agreement.

d. a divorced parent gains custody of her child.

Answer: (b)
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45. A __________ family consists of one or two parents and one or more children who were taken away from their biological families. 

a. surrogate

b. chosen

c. step

d. foster

Answer: (d)
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46. The __________ family consists of a set of “roommates” or group of people of either sex who choose to share a household and define themselves as a family.

a. surrogate or chosen

b. serially monogamous

c. reconstituted

d. contractual

Answer: (a)
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47.  Traditionally, families in the United States had a patriarchal structure. This means that

a. their kinship lives can be traced.

b. they were independent of any government assistance.

c. males are considered the heads of the household and have authority and decision making power.

d. they were based on Christian principles.

Answer: (c)
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48. Which of the following do the authors NOT list as an important social category of experience for individuals and families in the United States?

a. race

b. class

c. political belief

d. gender

Answer: (c)
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49. Norms are considered as

a. rules of conduct that direct people's behavior.

b. principles of prohibition.

c. skills taught in school.

d. religious training provided by select institutions.

Answer: (a)
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50.  One reason for the existence of the incest taboo in most societies is to

a. reduce the likelihood of birth abnormalities.

b. adhere to religious codes.

c. protect innocent children.

d. prevent sexual jealousies within the family.

Answer: (d)
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51. In the United States, which of the following practices is used as an incentive for married couples to have children?

a. the showing of erotic movies on TV late at night

b. couples receive tax breaks for each child

c. social approval of sexual relations

d. the granting of marriage licenses

Answer: (b)
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52. China’s current sex ratio has resulted in

a. an estimated surplus of 20-30 million men

b. an estimated surplus of about 105-107 boys

c. an estimated surplus of 40 million women

d. a nearly even number of men and women

Answer: (a)
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53. If a sociologist were to study the ways that people relate to one another on a regular basis in a given society, he/she would be studying

a. love relationships.

b. conflicts between individuals.

c. the social structure of the society.

d. kinship ties.

Answer: (c)
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54. The term used to define the different positions individuals occupy in a family is

a. breadwinner.

b. sexual partner.

c. homemaker.

d. status.

Answer: (d)
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55. __________ is a set of behaviors associated with a particular status.

a. Social structure

b. Role

c. Self-concept

d. Social placement

Answer: (b)
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56. Children's social development depends on the __________ process.

a. socialization

b. economic

c. social placement

d. reproductive

Answer: (a)
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57. The family function under which children are provided with food, clothing and a home is

a. social placement.

b. socialization.

c. economic cooperation.

d. reproduction.

Answer: (c)
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58. Which of the following family functions satisfies the infant’s need for warmth and affection?

a. social placement

b. care, protection, and intimacy

c. economic

d. reproduction

Answer: (b)
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59. Some people see the decrease in __________ as contributing to a variety of social ills affecting modern families.

a. strict marriage and divorce laws

b. family functions

c. immigration controls

d. strict adherence to religious principles

Answer: (b)
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60. Which of the following countries implemented a very controversial “one-child family” policy?

a. China

b. Japan

c. Germany

d. France

Answer: (a)
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61. Social scientist Christopher Lasch contends that __________ has left modern families with too few functions to perform.

a. modernization

b. the government’s interference

c. industrialization

d. economic prosperity

Answer: (b)
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62. Extensive public discourse about “__________” continues to polarize Americans, constituting, what some have labeled an ideological fault line.

a. the marriage squeeze

b. the second shift

c. family values

d. serial monogamy

Answer: (c)
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63. Before the Civil War, 

a. New York City was considered the most dangerous place in the world to live.

b. the United States had the lowest homicide rates in the industrial world.

c. New York City was a much safer place to live.

d. None of the above.

Answer: (a)
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64. The TV sitcoms, Leave it to Beaver, Father Knows Best, and Ozzie and Harriet all support the myth of the __________ family.

a. private

b. self-reliant

c. unstable 

d. idealized nuclear 

Answer: (d)
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65. __________ racism is the systematic discrimination against a racial group by the institutions within society.

a. Institutional

b. Cultural

c. Political

d. Legal

Answer: (a)
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66. During the colonial period, non-family members were allowed to live with a nuclear family.  These non-family members were referred to as

a. boarders.

b. orphans.

c. servants.

d. drifters.

Answer: (c)
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67. Which of the following factors was a source of power within the family for men during the colonial period?

a. having several wives

b. ownership of property

c. firstborn child being a son

d. the ability to speak two languages

Answer: (b)
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68. Wives sometimes served as “deputy husbands” during the colonial period. This would take place when the husband

a. proved incapable of carrying out his responsibilities.

b. was unable to read.

c. had to be away on business.

d. violated a town ordinance.

Answer: (c)
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69. A colonial wife performed a variety of tasks. Which of the following was NOT among her responsibilities?

a. gardening

b. cleaning

c. producing products for home consumption

d. transmitting religious values and instilling discipline

Answer: (d)
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70. In the colonial period, children were viewed as

a. innocent beings until they reached the teenage years.

b. representing a source of family pride.

c. possessing original sin and willful stubbornness.

d. a direct blessing from God.

Answer: (c)
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71. Around age 14, children in colonial times

a. were given a coming of age party.

b. were granted working papers.

c. received their own plot of land.

d. were “put out” to learn a trade or receive proper discipline.

Answer: (d)
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72. In many slave marriages, the vows included the phrase, “Until death or distance do you part.” This statement was significant because

a. the slaves had very little commitment to marriage.

b. slave relationships were based on the ability to bear children.

c. slave couples lived under the constant fear of forced separation.

d. houses for slaves were far apart.

Answer: (c)
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73. Nineteenth-century census data shows that both before and after slavery, most free African Americans lived in 

a. extended families.

b. two-parent households.

c. single-parent households.

d. multigenerational families.

Answer: (b)
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74. Recently, a major newspaper revealed that Senator Barack Obama is related to 

a. George Washington.

b. Thomas Jefferson.

c. George W. Bush.

d. John F. Kennedy.

Answer: (c)

Page: 18

Difficulty=1

75. In studying family life among early Native Americans one would find

a. differences in many aspects of family structure among the various groups.

b. similarities in family and economic structure.

c. a common language relating to family matters.

d. strong kinship ties binding all the groups.

Answer: (a)
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76. Among Native American groups living in the Southeast, social life centered around the

a. wigwam.

b. chief.

c. extended family.

d. warriors.

Answer: (c)
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77. In __________ societies, kinship or family lineage (descent) and inheritance come through the mother and her blood relatives.

a. matrilineal

b. bilateral

c. patrilineal

d. unilineal

Answer: (a)
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78. The introduction of the __________ system at the beginning of the nineteenth century resulted in significant changes in family life.

a. barter

b. capitalist

c. factory

d. welfare

Answer: (c)
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79.  With the rise of factories,

a. sharing between husbands and wives increased.

b. most families continued to raise their own food together.

c. children became economic units.

d. the production of goods was no longer a function of the family unit.

Answer: (d)
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80. The effect of industrialization was to increase the proportion of families that were  __________ families.

a. multigenerational

b. nuclear

c. extended

d. modified extended

Answer: (b)
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81.  The term “good provider” refers to a(n)

a. male role.

b. sexual act.

c. fertile plot of land.

d. efficient housewife.

Answer: (a)
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82. According to sociologist __________, a specialized male role known as the good provider role emerged around 1830.

a. Jessie Bernard

b. Barbara Walters

c. Stephanie Coontz

d. Christopher Lasch

Answer: (a)
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83.  In the 1830s, a man was considered successful if he

a. could afford to be the only family member in the work force.

b. had many children.

c. owned a plot of land.

d. had a carriage.

Answer: (a)
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84. George Elliott married at age 24. Since this took place in the early part of the nineteenth century, what would he have to do to be considered successful?

a. get his wife pregnant

b. keep a lover on the side

c. earn enough money to support his family

d. spend his days in leisure activities

Answer: (c)
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85. The “cult of domesticity” refers to

a. a religious movement started by women.

b. women’s expected role of caring for her husband, home and family.

c. a support group created for women who worked in the home.

d. a prevalent women's movement that got started in the nineteenth century.

Answer: (b)
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86.  Which of the following was NOT expected of a wife during the nineteenth century?

a. She was expected to be a “good provider.”

b. She was expected to stay at home and raise the children.

c. She was required to offer emotional support to her husband.

d. She was expected to provide for her husband's daily needs.

Answer: (a)
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87. Which of the following was NOT one of the problems faced by immigrants?

a. Hostility from native-born workers

b. Unpaid holidays

c. Periodic unemployment

d. Language barriers

Answer: (b)
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88. In reference to Mexican-American culture, familism

a. is a ritual that sacrifices animals.

b. is a cultural value that emphasizes family needs over individual needs.

c. involves the practice of infanticide.

d. describes the manner in which inheritance passed from generation to generation.

Answer: (b)
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89. In Mexican-American family systems, madrinas (godmothers) and padrinos (godfathers)

a. controlled the family.

b. were chosen because they were wealthy.

c. assumed the role of co-parents.

d. had to be blood relatives.

Answer: (c)
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90. Which of the following is NOT used to characterize “genuine machismo” in Mexican-American males?

a. bravery

b. courage

c. sensitivity

d. generosity

Answer: (c)
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91. The primary goal of marriage in the twentieth century is

a. to obtain sexual pleasure.

b. to gain economic security.

c. for the purpose of bearing children.

d. for personal happiness.

Answer: (d)
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92. The Great Depression of the 1930s had far reaching effects on the family system. Which of the following is considered to have had a major impact on males’ role in the family?

a. It became more difficult for men to fulfill the good provider role.

b. Family members were forced to live in cramped quarters.

c. Males had no excess money to spend on extracurricular activities.

d. Stock market losses left many males penniless.

Answer: (a)
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93. __________ patterns, along with differential patterns of fertility, continue to change the composition of our population, increasing the diversity of family life in the United States.

a. Welfare

b. Housing

c. Employment

d. Immigration

Answer: (d)
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94. Which of the following is NOT one of the lessons drawn from the historical review conducted in the text?

a. Although families have changed continuously over time, this change has not been in any single direction.

b. Throughout history, there has never been a perfect family form.

c. It is likely that additional changes in family life will diminish as the 21st century progresses.

d. Understanding the source of our idealized view of the “traditional” family can lead us to develop a more realistic sense of families.

Answer: (c)
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95. The Census Bureau defines households as

a. a single-family dwelling.

b. all persons occupying a housing unit.

c. residents living in a government housing project.

d. all persons over age eighteen in a house.

Answer: (b)
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96. Which of the following is NOT part of the Dream Act?

a. Extending conditional legal status to undocumented youth who came to the US before they turned 16

b. Granting full citizenship rights to all undocumented immigrants with children

c. Prosecuting parents for bringing their undocumented children to the US.

d. Increasing the height of the wall at the US-Mexico border.

Answer: (a)
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97. According to C. Wright Mills, __________ allows us to distinguish between “personal troubles of milieu” and the “public issues of social structure.”

a. script writing

b. socialization

c. the sociological imagination

d. familism

Answer: (c)
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98. According to historian Stephanie Coontz:

a. marriage has strengthened as an institution.

b. American society can return to an idealized image of marriages and families.

c. the main things that have weakened marriage as an institution are the same things that have strengthened marriage as a relationship.

d. none of the above

Answer: (c)
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ESSAY
99. What would you consider to be a comprehensive definition of the family?  Why do you think the family has existed in one form or another in all societies?
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100. What are some of the inherent problems involved in discussing the notion that there is a single standard for the “American family?”
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101. Compare and contrast the family structure of African Americans, Native Americans, and Mexican Americans.
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102. The authors argue that race, class, and gender are three of the most significant factors affecting family life in the United States. Using specific illustrations, either oppose or defend this proposition.
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103. Discuss how the most popular myths and stereotypes about the family have been debunked.
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