Chapter 1   First Founders
Multiple Choice

Remember the Facts
1) With the archaeological finds at Clovis, New Mexico, scientists have evidence of human habitation as far back as __________ years ago.

A) 3,000

B) 7,000

C) 10,000

D) 14,000

Answer:  D
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2) One of the most promising new fields for understanding ancient humans is __________.

A) radiocarbon dating

B) DNA research

C) marine archaeology

D) dendrochronology

Answer:  B
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3) The only domesticated animal possessed by Archaic Indians in North America was the __________.

A) dog

B) horse

C) pig

D) goat

Answer:  A
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4) The first powerful Mesoamerican culture was the __________.

A) Aztec

B) Olmec

C) Maya

D) Chavin

Answer:  B
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5) Chaco Canyon flourished as the center of Anasazi culture until __________.

A) they conquered more productive land for farming to the north

B) the rival Mogollon culture conquered the area

C) prolonged drought forced them to move

D) they suddenly and inexplicably disappeared

Answer:  C

Bloom’s: Remember the Facts

Topic:  A Thousand Years of Change: 500-1500

6) An impressive feature of the Hopewell culture was its __________.

A) great variety of cultivated crops-.

B) vast trading network-.

C) geographic scope-.

D) extensive use of blood rituals and human sacrifice-.

Answer:  B
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7) Through the Mississippians, __________ became the basis of the agricultural revolution in the eastern woodlands.

A) beans

B) squash

C) maize

D) sunflowers

Answer:  C

Bloom’s: Remember the Facts

Topic:  A Thousand Years of Change: 500-1500

8) The largest ancient earthwork in North America is found at __________.

A) Cahokia

B) Mesa Verde

C) Chaco Canyon

D) Tuscaloosa

Answer:  A
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9) At the arrival of Columbus, North America was inhabited by about __________ people.

A) 500,000

B) 2 million

C) 5 million

D) 7 million

Answer:  D
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10) Around the year 1000, a Viking colonial expedition to North America was led by __________.

A) William the Conqueror.

B) Erik the Red.

C) Leif Erikson.

D) Henry the Navigator.

Answer:  C
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11) Who was the emperor when Marco Polo arrived in China? 

A) Kublai Khan

B) Eric the Red

C) Xanadu

D) Kush

Answer:  A
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12) Vasco da Gama _________.

A) discovered the lands that would become Brazil

B) established the “slave castle” of Elmina in West Africa

C) tried to reach China by sailing west from Europe

D) voyaged all the way to India and brought back a cargo of spices

Answer:  D
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13) The first person to sail around the Cape of Good Hope was __________.

A) Magellan

B) Balboa

C) Dias

D) Zheng He

Answer:  C
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14) After weeks without a glimpse of land, Columbus’s crew named the first land they spotted __________.

A) San Salvador, after their Christian savior

B) San Christopher, after the patron saint of travel and their captain

C) Colombia, after their captain

D) the New World

Answer:  A
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15) The land Columbus claimed for Spain as Hispaniola contains the modern country of __________. 

A) Haiti

B) El Salvador

C) Cuba

D) Puerto Rico

Answer:  A
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16) Christopher Columbus __________.

A) discovered the lands that would become Brazil

B) tried to reach Asia by sailing west from Europe

C) found the route around Africa to the Indian Ocean

D) voyaged all the way to India and brought back a cargo of spices

Answer:  B
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17) In all, Columbus made __________ voyages in search of China.

A) three

B) four

C) seven

D) nine

Answer:  B
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18) Another Italian, John Cabot, __________.

A) also explored for Spain

B) established Portugal’s claim to Brazil

C) established England’s claim to North America

D) led the second Portuguese expedition to India

Answer:  C
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19) Which of the following was the first to encounter the Pacific Ocean?

A) Vespucci

B) Balboa

C) Columbus 

D) Da Gama

Answer:  B
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20) Montezuma initially suspected that  Hernán Cortés was __________.  

A) an ally of the Incas 

B) a returning god

C) interested in trade 

D) plotting to conquer the Aztecs

Answer:  B
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21) The St. Lawrence River region was explored by __________.

A) Giovanni da Verrazzano

B) Hernando de Soto

C) Jacques Cartier

D) Francisco Vásquez de Coronado

Answer:  C
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22) Francisco Vásquez de Coronado __________.

A) explored the St. Lawrence River region

B) brutally crushed the Pueblo rebellion

C) explored the Baja California peninsula

D) crossed the Great Plains in search of Cibola, the city of gold

Answer:  D
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23) Antagonism between France and Spain in Europe spilled over into the Americas in a struggle to control __________.

A) Florida

B) Canada

C) Haiti

D) Louisiana

Answer:  A
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24) England’s first American colony at Roanoke was established by __________.

A) Francis Drake

B) Humphrey Gilbert

C) Walter Raleigh

D) Richard Hakluyt

Answer:  C
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25) While the fate of the “Lost Colony” on Roanoke remains a mystery, evidence suggests the __________. 

A) Spanish captured and removed the English settlers

B) settlers died of disease and starvation

C) settlers had built a ship and attempted to return home and were lost at sea

D) survivors had joined the nearby Croatan Indians

Answer:  D
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Understand the Connections
26) Folsom, New Mexico, is important because __________.
A) it was the northern limit of Spanish exploration

B) large numbers of dinosaur fossils have been found there

C) evidence of human activity dating from the Ice Age was found there

D) a major battle between Native Americans and Spanish conquistadors took place there

Answer:  C
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27) The presence of Clovis-like points across North America suggests that __________.
A) ancient humans were hunting across much of the continent

B) trade routes developed earlier than once thought

C) they were brought by European explorers

D) migration across the continent was limited 

Answer: A
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28) Why, as is generally believed, were newcomers to North America eventually unable to return Siberia?  

A) They were rejected by the peoples they left.
B) The quality of the game they found living in North America made returning unattractive.
C) Rising sea levels made return impossible.
D) They were unable to find their way back across the wilderness.
Answer:  C
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29) The best evidence of cultural diversity among Archaic Indians is __________.
A) tool specialization

B) food sources

C) languages

D) material culture

Answer:  C
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30) Why was manioc an important crop domesticated and cultivated by Archaic Indians? 
A) Manioc can be easily grown.
B) The crop survives in cold climates.
C) It yields a nutritious starch. 
D) Manioc is easily preserved.
Answer:  C
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31) The large burial mounds built by pre-Colombian Native-American civilizations suggests above all that they __________. 
A) were complex and powerful societies
B) were lacking in food sources
C) conquered neighboring groups
D) were cultures which valued peace
Answer:  A
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32) How were the temples of the Aztecs most important to them in their expansion? 
A) They were symbols of their society’s growth.
B) Prisoners were sacrificed at the temples to placate the gods.
C) The temples housed the gold they had taken.
D) They were outposts for Aztec warriors.
Answer:  B
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33) The Aztec were known as a __________ people.

A) trading

B) peaceful

C) warring

D) scholarly

Answer:  C
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34) Why were bottomlands important for the rise of the Mississippians?
A) Corn grew well in the bottomland soil.
B) They afforded safe territory to build villages.
C) Bottomlands were clear of vegetation.
D) Coming enemies could be easily seen from bottomlands.
Answer:  A
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35) Why were Viking settlers unable to stay in North America?
A) The climate was too unlike their own. 
B) They were not welcomed by the native peoples.
C) A lack of fresh water forced them to  leave.
D) Thick vegetation made exploration impossible.
Answer:  B

Bloom’s: Understand the Connections 

Topic:  Linking the Continents
36) The highly prized luxury goods of the Asians were most important for European expansion because they__________.
A) served as preservatives aboard ships
B) provided a motivation to take to the seas
C) financed journeys to the New World
D) offered means of bartering
Answer:  B
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37) Why did Europeans find non-overland routes to Asia?
A) Traveling by sea was easier.
B) The oceanic journey to Asia was quicker than going by land
C) Societies in the Middle East cut off the Silk Road.
D) Trading posts in Africa offered supplies for the journey.
Answer:  C
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38) Admiral Zheng Je’s ships were a sign that __________.
A) China lacked important resources
B) the Silk Road had been blocked
C) mountains blocked Chinese expansion
D) the Chinese had been  players in overseas expansion
Answer:  D
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39) Prince Henry’s sparking of a revolution in communication and trade __________. 
A) did not involved African slaves 
B) was a later step in the globalization process
C) had its roots in a campaign against Islam 
D) used European  ship designs
Answer:  C
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40) By questioning Ptolemy’s incorrect estimate that each degree of longitude measures 50 nautical miles at the equator, Columbus __________.
A) advanced geographical understanding of the size of the globe
B) accurately mapped Japan’s location
C) overestimated of the distance to Asia

D) further underestimated the size of the earth

Answer:  D
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41) The division of the world laid out in The Treaty of Tordesillas __________.
A) settled future imperial conflicts
B) respected New World native religions
C) represented the Church’s views on the global place of religion
D) recognized Spain’s claim to Brazil

Answer:  C
Bloom’s: Understand the Connections

Topic:  Linking the Continents
42) Amerigo’s Vespucci description of the Americas as the “New World” __________.
A) reaffirmed what Columbus had claimed 
B) confused geographic reality
C) was rejected by mapmakers
D) contradicted Columbus’s views
Answer: D
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43) The “devastation of the Indies” had the following consequence:

A) The region was opened to exploitation by Spain’s European rivals.

B)  European monarchs began to reject overseas expansion.

C) The drop in population led to improved local relations.

D) The Spanish intensified their explorations to find new sources of Indian labor.

Answer:  D
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44)  The effects of “Old World” diseases in the Americas helped prompt Europeans to  __________.
A) replace native West Indians working on plantations with African slaves
B) import Spanish peasants to do manual labor
C) begin experimenting with vaccines 
D) begin returning to their home countries 
Answer:  A
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45) The Spanish realization that the Gulf of Mexico did not provide a passage through the Americas helped spark __________.
A) Spain’s first claim to the mainland of North America

B) the first European voyage to India

C) Ferdinand Magellan’s explorations
D) Columbus’s later voyages 

Answer:  C
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46) Pizarro’s interaction with the Incas __________.
A) led to further quests for treasure

B) marked the beginning of the end of Spanish exploration
C) had little impact on the Americas
D) secured Spain’s claims in North America
Answer:  A
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47) Which of the following describes the historical significance of Sir Francis Drake?

A) He attacked many Portuguese ships.

B) He established England’s first colony in North America.

C) He led numerous expeditions which weakened Spanish power.

D) He helped defeat the Cherokee.

Answer:  C
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Analyze It

48) Why did Spanish and Portuguese Christians unite in the 1400s?

A) to spread Protestant Christianity around the world

B) to drive Muslims out of the Iberian Peninsula

C) to explore the east coast of Africa

D) to spread Protestant Christianity to northern and western Europe

Answer:  B
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49) The colonization of North America is __________.

A) a piece of a larger story of global exploration

B) was carried out mostly for altruistic motives

C) led to Europe turning inward

D) resulted in the flourishing of Native American societies 

Answer: A
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50) Which of the following was a motivation for England’s entry into America in the late 1500s?

A) Henry VIII had stopped the development of England as a naval power.

B) The “enclosure” system was driving agrarian workers from the land and traditional jobs.

C) Spain recruited France as an ally in their conflicts with England.

D) England’s population began to decrease dramatically.

Answer:  C
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Short Answer/Essay

51) Discuss what scholars believe prehistoric America to be like and explain what evidence they have for their depiction of it.
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52) Contrary to the popular image, there was great diversity of cultures among Native Americans. Drawing on several examples from different geographic regions, explain and describe this diversity.
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53) Define the “Columbian Exchange” and describe its impact on Europe and America.
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54) Discuss the motives for Spanish and Portuguese exploration in the 1400s and explain what discoveries and accomplishments each made. Evaluate the degree to which the discoveries and accomplishments of the two countries satisfied the motives that first sparked action. To what degree was one of the two more successful at achieving the motives than the other?
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55) Explain what the conquistadors wanted and evaluate how successful they were in obtaining their goal.
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