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Chapter 2   


Europeans and Africans Reach the Americas

2.1   


Multiple-Choice Questions

1) 


An African known as Estevan and enslaved by the Spanish: 

A) 


became an important trailblazer for Spanish explorers. 

B) 


was the first African to die in the New World. 

C) 


sailed on all of Columbus's voyages. 

D) 


taught the Spanish how to communicate with their slaves. 

E) 


all of the above 

Answer:  


A 
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2) 


Christopher Columbus's urge to explore: 

A) 


reflected his commitment to exploit other peoples. 

B) 


was inspired by notions of contributing to the reconquest of Moorish Spain. 

C) 


developed from his family's history and experience in trade. 

D) 


came primarily from a desire to reap significant fame and riches from his four voyages of exploration. 

E) 


came from his desire to spread Islam throughout the world. 

Answer:  


B 
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3) 


While Spain began to exert its power on the other side of the Atlantic, the Portuguese: 

A) 


decided to take a leading role in European affairs. 

B) 


needed to address severe economic problems at home. 

C) 


concentrated on spreading their power to Africa and East Asia. 

D) 


entered a race with Spain for control of the Americas. 

E) 


sought to conquer France, Russia, and England. 

Answer:  


C 
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4) 


Spanish and Portuguese explorations of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries: 

A) 


shifted commercial power from Mediterranean ports to those of the Atlantic. 

B) 


retarded the growth of western European economies. 

C) 


helped soothe the Catholic-Protestant division within Christianity. 

D) 


prompted immediate competition from England and France. 

E) 


weakened the imperial ambitions of Spain and Portugal. 

Answer:  


A 
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5) 


According to Martin Luther, good "works": 

A) 


represented only the external evidence of grace won through faith. 

B) 


offered the means to heavenly salvation. 

C) 


conferred upon an individual the blessings of the Church. 

D) 


enabled an individual to reduce his or her time in purgatory. 

E) 


should be avoided because they did not lead to salvation. 

Answer:  


A 
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6) 


The doctrines of Protestant leader John Calvin: 

A) 


emphasized the need for a hierarchical church structure. 

B) 


offered a system for both self-discipline and social control. 

C) 


denied hope of salvation to most believers. 

D) 


appealed only to the poorest and most oppressed peoples of Europe. 

E) 


spread quickly to Asia and Africa. 

Answer:  


B 
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7) 


Protestantism did not gain an early foothold in the Americas because: 

A) 


Protestants were more interested in earning profits than in converting souls. 

B) 


Catholic missionaries were more daring than Protestant missionaries and bravely faced dangers Protestants refused to confront. 

C) 


nations most affected by the Reformation entered overseas exploration later than Spain and Portugal. 

D) 


Protestants focused on sending missions to Africa rather than the Americas. 

E) 


all of the above 

Answer:  


C 
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8) 


Within a single generation of Columbus's death, Spanish conquistadores: 

A) 


failed to expand beyond the Caribbean. 

B) 


conquered and claimed Central America. 

C) 


explored, claimed and conquered most of South America, Central America, and parts of North America. 

D) 


explored, claimed, and conquered most of South America and Central America, but had not yet reached North America. 

E) 


conquered all of Canada and North America. 

Answer:  


C 
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9) 


What factor(s) did NOT contribute to the Spanish conquest of the Aztec and Inca empires? 

A) 


superior numbers and commitment 

B) 


superior technology 

C) 


use of horses 

D) 


alliance with dissident natives 

E) 


smallpox epidemic 

Answer:  


A 
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10) 


The population of the Americas dramatically declined following the arrival of Europeans primarily because of the: 

A) 


enslavement and brutal treatment of Native Americans by Europeans. 

B) 


loss of morale and sense of hopelessness that pervaded Native American societies. 

C) 


lack of natural immunity among Native Americans to European diseases. 

D) 


policy of systematic genocide employed by European explorers toward Native Americans. 

E) 


the inability of Native Americans to reproduce because of weak genes. 

Answer:  


C 
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11) 


American exploration changed European diets by introducing Europeans to: 

A) 


hogs. 

B) 


cocoa. 

C) 


sugar. 

D) 


maize and potatoes. 

E) 


all of the above 

Answer:  


D 
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12) 


The Portuguese in Brazil hoped to earn great profits from the: 

A) 


discovery of gold. 

B) 


enslavement of indigenous laborers. 

C) 


extraction of silver. 

D) 


production of sugar. 

E) 


sale of wheat. 

Answer:  


D 
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13) 


The consequences of sugar production in the New World included: 

A) 


revolutionizing European tastes. 

B) 


stimulating the transport of millions of African slaves. 

C) 


colonizing Brazil. 

D) 


the production of nearly 6 million pounds annually by 1570. 

E) 


all of the above 

Answer:  


E 
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14) 


In his travels through the Gulf of Mexico region, Spanish explorer DeSoto: 

A) 


enslaved Indians to serve as pack animals. 

B) 


witnessed the ravages of European diseases on native people. 

C) 


failed to conquer the people he encountered. 

D) 


pillaged thickly settled native villages for furs and freshwater pearls. 

E) 


all of the above 

Answer:  


E 
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15) 


After spending 70 years working to convert the Pueblo people, Franciscan friars: 

A) 


concluded that their mission was hopeless. 

B) 


managed to graft a veneer of Catholicism over native culture. 

C) 


converted most members of the population to Christianity. 

D) 


succeeded in converting the Pueblo leaders, but not the general population. 

E) 


gave up their efforts after a deluge of Protestant missionaries arrived in the region. 

Answer:  


B 
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16) 


England initially became interested in the western Atlantic for: 

A) 


fish. 

B) 


furs. 

C) 


gold. 

D) 


sugar. 

E) 


all of the above 

Answer:  


A 
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17) 


England began to take greater interest in overseas exploration as a result of all of the following EXCEPT: 

A) 


wool merchants who wanted new markets. 

B) 


economic depression that made people look for new opportunities. 

C) 


commercial success in Scandinavia, India, and the Middle East that raised hope for other market expansion. 

D) 


improved ships that sailed faster and carried more cargo than before. 

E) 


rising prices that depressed the economic conditions of ordinary people. 

Answer:  


D 
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18) 


The defeat of the Spanish Armada by England in 1588: 

A) 


solidified Protestantism in England. 

B) 


fanned a nationalistic spirit in England. 

C) 


increased English interest in overseas exploration and colonization. 

D) 


brought a temporary stalemate in European religious wars. 

E) 


all of the above 

Answer:  


E 
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19) 


The first English attempts to colonize on Roanoke Island in the 1580s: 

A) 


attracted significant interest from English merchants and noblemen. 

B) 


threatened Spanish control of the Americas. 

C) 


failed to establish successful relations with Native Americans. 

D) 


received official approval and financing from Queen Elizabeth. 

E) 


met with great success. 

Answer:  


C 
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20) 


English colonizing ventures in the New World differed from previous Spanish and Portuguese efforts in that English attempts were: 

A) 


immediate and major successes. 

B) 


met with little or no native resistance. 

C) 


privately organized and financed. 

D) 


strictly coordinated and governed by the Crown. 

E) 


organized by Protestant missionary groups. 

Answer:  


C 
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21) 


A negative image of Native Americans among English settlers: 

A) 


resulted from their lack of information about indigenous peoples of the Americas. 

B) 


explained for them the easy conquest of the natives by the Spanish. 

C) 


spurred their desire to civilize and convert the natives to Christianity. 

D) 


justified their claim that natives had disqualified themselves as rightful owners of the land. 

E) 


caused traders to embark on a campaign to improve Anglo-Indian relations. 

Answer:  


D 
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22) 


Historically, slaveholding in Africa was: 

A) 


several centuries old, and regarded as a way to enhance one's social status. 

B) 


a racial caste reserved for those with lighter skin. 

C) 


an institution that forced hereditary lifetime service on certain members of society. 

D) 


a recent development brought to the continent by Europeans. 

E) 


all of the above 

Answer:  


A 
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23) 


The least likely destination of European slave traders in the seventeenth century would have been: 

A) 


the West Indies. 

B) 


Brazil. 

C) 


Spanish America. 

D) 


North America. 

E) 


the Mediterranean world. 

Answer:  


D 
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24) 


The most important factors for increasing the African slave trade was a(n): 

A) 


need for labor on sugar plantations. 

B) 


rise in African population. 

C) 


interest in punishing Muslims for their occupation of Spain. 

D) 


desire to take control of African gold. 

E) 


need for the use of African slave labor in the silver mines of Mexico. 

Answer:  


A 
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25) 


Europeans vied fiercely for possession of islands in the Caribbean to cultivate the growth of: 

A) 


tobacco. 

B) 


sugarcane. 

C) 


cotton. 

D) 


rice. 

E) 


indigo. 

Answer:  


B 
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26) 


"The countries most affected by the Reformation...."   The Reformation was a(n): 

A) 


religious movement that criticized the Catholic faith. 

B) 


political movement to reduce the power of monarchs. 

C) 


economic movement to introduce new capitalist ideas. 

D) 


social movement to improve the lives of peasants and poor laborers. 

E) 


an artistic movement meant to revolutionize the production of art. 

Answer:  


A 
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27) 


"Some Taino women married Spanish men and produced the first mestizo society in the Americas."  Mestizo refers to a: 

A) 


new language that combined Spanish with Taino. 

B) 


person of mixed European and American Indian ancestry. 

C) 


group of people who depend almost exclusively upon maize for their dietary needs. 

D) 


a culture blending Catholicism with Native American beliefs. 

E) 


race that is composed of African and Native American ancestry. 

Answer:  


B 
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28) 


"Demographic disaster also struck the populous Inca peoples of the Peruvian Andes...."  Demographic refers to: 

A) 


epidemic disease. 

B) 


population. 

C) 


military conquest. 

D) 


internal revolt. 

E) 


geographic size. 

Answer:  


B 
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29) 


"The flood of bullion from the Americas to Europe...."  Bullion is: 

A) 


gold or silver metal. 

B) 


a special variety of sugar. 

C) 


the germ that causes syphilis. 

D) 


news. 

E) 


diamonds and rubies. 

Answer:  


A 
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2.2   


True/False Questions

1) 


The ideas of Martin Luther won converts only slowly because of the tremendous difficulty of spreading news through Europe in the sixteenth century. 

Answer:  


FALSE 
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2) 


John Calvin's teachings implied that the highest born and most privileged on earth were doomed to burn in hell while the lowest were predestined for salvation. 

Answer:  


FALSE 

Page Ref: 29-30

3) 


Within a few generations of contact with Europeans, at least two-thirds of Native Americans were eliminated by infectious diseases. 

Answer:  


TRUE 
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4) 


Disease, and the resulting epidemics and deaths, constituted the only major negative consequence of the "Columbian Exchange." 

Answer:  


FALSE 
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5) 


Although Columbus excited the Spanish court by returning with traces of gold and silver from his voyage of 1492, the actual amount of precious metals in the New World proved to be very disappointing. 

Answer:  


FALSE 
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6) 


Sugar represented the most important food product that Europeans discovered in the Americas. 

Answer:  


FALSE 
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7) 


Unlike the English and French, the Spanish did not rely on forced Indian labor. 

Answer:  


FALSE 
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8) 


Probably the most important and valued region of the Spanish Empire in the Americas was the northern borderlands, the present-day Sun Belt of the United States. 

Answer:  


FALSE 

Page Ref: 36-37

9) 


Franciscan friars achieved great success in converting native people to Christianity. 

Answer:  


FALSE 
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10) 


Of all the people arriving in the New World from the fifteenth to the eighteenth centuries, the Africans were by far the most numerous, probably outnumbering Europeans two to one. 

Answer:  


TRUE 
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11) 


When Portuguese ship captains reached the west coast of Africa, they tapped into a slave-trading network that had existed for generations. 

Answer:  


TRUE 

Page Ref: 41

12) 


Sugar production transformed the African slave trade more than any other factor. 

Answer:  


TRUE 
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13) 


Since their goal was to deliver alive as many slaves as possible, slave traders provided healthy and fairly comfortable conditions for the "middle passage" of slaves from Africa to the New World. 

Answer:  


FALSE 
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14) 


As many as one in seven Africans died enroute to the Americas. 

Answer:  


TRUE 
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2.3   


Essay Questions

1) 


You are a Spanish explorer in 1500 and your brother sails for Portugal. Describe what voyages of exploration you both might plan for that year. 

Answer:  


Although there were doubts by 1500 that Columbus had actually reached Asia by sailing west, the Spanish felt that such a westward route existed and that any new lands along the way were certainly worthy of further exploration.  By 1500, the Portuguese had captured control of the African gold trade and had sailed around the southern tip of Africa on an eastern path to the Orient. According to a line of demarcation drawn by the pope in 1493 and redrawn in the Treaty of Tordesillas the following year, Portugal confined its exploration to the east and Spain to the west. 
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2) 


You are a Catholic priest living in England in the 1540s and 1550s. How do you respond to the attacks on the Church that have been made by Martin Luther, John Calvin, and Henry VIII? 

Answer:  


A Catholic priest might emphasize the importance of the sacraments and the Church hierarchy in helping an individual live correctly and gain heavenly salvation.  The priest would denounce the teachings of Luther and Calvin for undermining the Church's authority and effectiveness and leading to anarchy.  The priest would perhaps brand Henry VIII as a heretic who acted upon selfish political and economic rather than religious motives.  The priest would later support the ill-fated attempts of Mary to restore the Catholic Church in England. 
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3) 


Within a single generation of Columbus's death, Spanish conquistadores explored, claimed, and conquered a vast American empire.  How was this possible? 

Answer:  


During the early years of the sixteenth century, as northern and western Europeans were largely preoccupied with internal political and religious quarrels, Spanish conquistadores created an impressive empire in the New World. Spurred by religious, economic, and personal motives, the Spanish used horses and firearms, weapons unknown to the Indians, and exploited internal divisions among the Indian tribes to overthrow native empires.  The lethal effects of European diseases and brutal treatment of Native Americans ensured their inability to resist Spanish domination. 
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4) 


The "Columbian Exchange" introduced new plants, animals and microbes to people on both sides of the Atlantic.  Assess the positive and negative consequences of that exchange.  In your opinion, who benefitted most, those living on the western side of the Atlantic or those on the eastern side? 

Answer:  


Europeans introduced grains (including wheat and rye) and fruit (including peaches and citrus) that became part of native people's diets.  They also brought with them cattle and hogs that provided new sources of meat, but whose eating habits proved detrimental to native grasses.  Worse, Europeans carried with them diseases for which native people lacked immunity.  Europeans brought back to Europe a few animals, such as turkeys and guinea pigs.  More importantly, they began to grow maize and potatoes, crops that did very well in the European climate.  Generally the "Columbian Exchange" proved more beneficial to people on the eastern side of the Atlantic. 
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5) 


"Spanish conquest of major areas of the Americas set in motion two of the most far-reaching processes in modern history.  One involved microbes, the other precious metals."  Explain. 

Answer:  


The lack of immunities to European diseases among Native Americans resulted in a decimation of the native population. The enslavement and brutal treatment of natives intensified the lethal effects.  A diminishing supply of local labor would later necessitate the importation of African slaves.  A massive flow of silver from America to England provided additional revenue, but also caused a "price revolution" and inflationary pressures which later prompted Europeans to emigrate to America. 
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6) 


Why was England so slow to engage in exploration and colonization? Analyze the conditions that prompted her to begin both in the late sixteenth century. 

Answer:  


Spain had claimed America first, and Protestant England was not in a position to provoke the Catholic power.  Only the voyages of John Cabot gave England any claims in the New World.  By the late sixteenth century, the rising production of woolen cloth in England prompted a search for new markets, while population growth and rising prices created a desire among ordinary Englishmen to emigrate.  The English defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 removed the Spanish obstacle. The idea of overseas expansion was effectively publicized, capturing the imagination of English merchants. 
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7) 


As a propagandist in favor of English exploration and colonization of America, write an essay trying to convince Queen Elizabeth of the need of financing such expeditions. 

Answer:  


As the two Richard Hakluyts pointed out in the 1580s and 1590s, colonization of the New World offered new estates for English noblemen, exotic produce and wider markets for English merchants, and heathen peoples to be saved from both savagery and Catholicism. New World colonies would provide tax revenues for the Crown, employment opportunities for an excess population, and military bases from which to raid the Spanish. 
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8) 


English settlers had ambivalent images and feelings about the natives of North America.  Analyze why this was so and what images/feelings seemed to prevail. 

Answer:  


On the one hand, the English settlers anticipated Indians as a friendly, gentle people, eager for trade and willing to share their earthly paradise.  On the other hand, Englishmen feared the Indians as a savage, hostile people. Negative images of the Indians seemed to prevail, providing a moral justification for taking land from a people who rejected the "superior" culture and religion of the Englishmen. 
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9) 


Consider the experiences of the typical African slave.  Where did the person come from?  Where would he or she be most likely to go?  What happened between the moments of capture and arrival in the western Atlantic? 

Answer:  


Most African slaves came from the region of West Africa, particularly from the area between the Senegal and Niger Rivers and the Gulf of Biafra.  Most had been enslaved as a result of war, often purposely waged to gain slaves to trade.  Men outnumbered women.  Marched to the coast, provided with little food, branded and finally forced onto waiting ships, enslaved Africans suffered a grueling and deadly passage across the Atlantic.  Finally, after a period averaging six months since capture, a slave typically found himself laboring on a sugar plantation in the Caribbean or Brazil. 
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2.4   


Short Answer Questions

1) 


The first European to sail around the cape of Africa, ________ allowed the Portuguese to eventually colonize the Indian Ocean and as far east as the Spice Islands and Canton by 1513. 

Answer:  


Vasco da Gama 
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2) 


A German monk, ________, initiated the Reformation in the early sixteenth century. 

Answer:  


Martin Luther 

Page Ref: 29

3) 


The doctrines of Calvin were first put into practice in the 1550s in the city-state of ________, ________,which quickly became a haven for refugee Protestant leaders. 

Answer:  


Geneva, Switzerland 

Page Ref: 29-30 

4) 


According to the division of areas of exploration between Spain and Portugal in the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494), Portugal received the territory of ________ in the New World. 

Answer:  


Brazil 
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5) 


Spanish conquistadore Pizarra captured Cuzco, the capital city of the ________. 

Answer:  


Inca 

Page Ref: 31

6) 


Two products from the "Columbian Exchange," ________, proved extremely important to Europeans and eventually became staple crops. 

Answer:  


maize and potatoes 

Page Ref: 34

7) 


From 1540 to 1542, the Spanish explorer ________, in search of the Seven Cities of Cibola, led an expedition through the Southwest region of what would later become the United States. 

Answer:  


Francisco Vasquez de Coronado 

Page Ref: 26, 36-37

8) 


In the late sixteenth century, England entered the effort to establish colonies in the Americas, first in Newfoundland, and then on ________. 

Answer:  


Roanoke Island. 
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9) 


So horrifying was the prospect of slavery and the conditions on board ship, that some Africans refused to eat during the "________ " across the Atlantic. 

Answer:  


Middle Passage 
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2.5   


Matching Questions

Match the following:
1) 


Thinking he had landed on some outpost of Asia, this man explored the islands of Hispaniola and Cuba. 


A) 


Henry VIII 

B) 


Francis Drake
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C) 


Hernando de Soto

2) 


Attacking the capital of Montezuma's empire, this man used horses, guns, and dissident native allies to overthrow the Aztec ruler. 


D) 


Richard Hakluyt 

E) 


John Cabot

F) 


Juan Ponce de Leon 
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G) 


Sir Walter Raleigh 

3) 


Marching from Panama through the jungles of Ecuador and into the towering mountains of Peru with a mere 168 men, this Spanish conquistador toppled the Inca Empire. 


H) 


Francisco Pizarro 

I) 


Christopher Columbus

J) 


Hernando Cortes
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4) 


Charting the southeastern region of North America, this explorer led expeditions to Florida in 1515 and 1521. 
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5) 


Leading an expedition deep into the homelands of the Creek Indians from 1539 to 1542, this explorer attempted to bring the Gulf of Mexico region under Spanish control. 

Page Ref: 36

6) 


Refused permission for a divorce by the pope, this man declared himself head of a Protestant (Anglican) Church. 
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7) 


Allowing England a claim in the New World sweepstakes, this man explored the coasts of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. 
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8) 


Noted as a colorful sea dog, this man led smaller English ships in the defeat of the lumbering galleons of the Spanish Armada in 1588. 
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9) 


Together with his nephew of the same name, this man propagandized English colonization of America in the 1580s and 1590s. 
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10) 


Organizing Englishmen for a settlement in America, this man planted a colony at Roanoke Island in the 1580s that was apparently wiped out by native attacks. 
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