CHAPTER 6
POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS I: INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURES
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS
1. As the head of state, the chief executive _______.
A) manages the administration
B) represents the governing party coalition

C) embodies the national identity
D) takes the lead on major legislation
Answer: C
Learning Objective: 6.1: Analyze the structure and roles of political executives.

Topic: Executives

Difficulty Level: Easy
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts

2. Which of the following is usually a role of the executive?

A) functioning as a spiritual and political leader
B) unilaterally creating policies and laws

C) interpreting the constitutionality of laws
D) supervising military and foreign affairs

Answer: D
Learning Objective: 6.1: Analyze the structure and roles of political executives.

Topic: Executives

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts

3. Which of the following is most responsible for the state’s relations with other countries?

A) the legislature

B) the head of state
C) the executive
D) the judiciary

Answer: C
Learning Objective: 6.1: Analyze the structure and roles of political executives.

Topic: Executives

Difficulty Level: Easy
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
4. In a political system with a fused executive,

A) one actor carries out ceremonial aspects of the executive role while another carries out more political aspects.
B) a small number of people exercise collective executive leadership.
C) the ceremonial and political functions of the top executive both reside within the same actor.
D) the actor is mostly insulated from daily struggles and the grind of politics.
Answer: C
Learning Objective: 6.1: Analyze the structure and roles of political executives.

Topic: Executives

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Remember the Facts

5. Which of the following states has a fused executive system?

A) Japan

B) Denmark

C) the United Kingdom

D) the United States

Answer: D

Learning Objective: 6.1: Analyze the structure and roles of political executives.

Topic: Executives

Difficulty Level: Difficult
Skill Level: Apply What You Know

6. In comparison to legislatures, executive structures tend to be ______.
A) less capable of decisive action
B) more capable of decisive action
C) less unified
D) less streamlined
Answer: B
Learning Objective: 6.1: Analyze the structure and roles of political executives.

Topic: Executives

Difficulty Level: Difficult
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts

7. Given the state’s monopoly over the legitimate use of force, the top political executive ______. 
A)  usually has direct control over the military.

B) usually is barred from interfering with military operations.

C) is barred from representing the state in dealings with other states, to prevent a conflict of interests.

D) usually is an active-duty general in the military.

Answer: A

Learning Objective: 6.1: Analyze the structure and roles of political executives.

Topic: Executives

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts

8. Which of the following is NOT a major role of the legislature?
A) oversight of the executive branch
B) interpretation of laws
C) representation of citizens
D) enactment of legislation
Answer: B
Learning Objective: 6.2: Summarize the roles of the legislature.
Topic: Legislatures
Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
9. Which of the following is an important area of legislative oversight?
A) approving major executive appointments
B) enacting regulatory legislation
C) committee hearings on legislation
D) control of the agenda by the legislative majority
Answer: A
Learning Objective: 6.2: Summarize the roles of the legislature.
Topic: Legislatures
Difficulty Level: Easy
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
10. According to Edmund Burke, a legislator should ________.
A) attempt to represent the majority view of his or her constituency
B) should make policy decisions on the basis of his or her intellect and conscience
C) should represent and support his or her political party
D) should attempt to represent the members of the constituency who voted for him or her
Answer: B
Learning Objective: 6.2: Summarize the roles of the legislature.

Topic: Legislatures

Difficulty Level: Easy
Skill Level: Remember the Facts

11. A legislative ombudsman is an independent agency that assists in ______.
A) judicial review
B) legislative oversight of the administration
C) policy implementation
D) supervision of the military
Answer: B
Learning Objective: 6.2: Summarize the roles of the legislature.
Topic: Legislatures
Difficulty Level: Easy
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
12. In the majority of states with legislatures, the national legislature _______. 
A) has one influential house and one less influential house

B) has two relatively powerful houses
C) has only one house
D) is unitary
Answer: C
Learning Objective: 6.2: Summarize the roles of the legislature.

Topic: Legislatures

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Remember the Facts

13. Which of the following is a potential drawback of a bicameral legislature?
A) proliferation of elections
B) less effective representation
C) stalemates in policymaking
D) proliferation of political parties
Answer: C
Learning Objective: 6.2: Summarize the roles of the legislature.
Topic: Legislatures
Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
14. Many observers claim that during the twentieth century, the power of legislatures _______.
A) increased steadily
B) declined significantly
C) remained the same
D) increased relative to the executive, but declined relative to the judiciary
Answer: B
Learning Objective: 6.2: Summarize the roles of the legislature.
Topic: Legislatures
Difficulty Level: Easy
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
15. Which of the following is a reason for the decline in the power of most legislatures?

A) Legislatures have a strict coherent structure within which power can be concentrated.
B) Legislatures have slow and cumbersome procedures.
C) Legislatures do not meet often enough for effective leadership to emerge.

D) Legislatures drain the support services that are there for them.

Answer: B
Learning Objective: 6.2: Summarize the roles of the legislature.

Topic: Legislatures

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Remember the Facts

16. Which of the following is an example of a service that the administrative system may provide?

A) Distribute food to those affected after an incident of bad weather.
B) Declare a state of emergency after a terrorist attack.
C) Enact a mandatory maternity leave bill.
D) Declare a law unconstitutional in response to public outrage.
Answer: A

Learning Objective: 6.3: Compare the functions and powers of political administrative systems.

Topic: Administrative Systems

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Apply What You Know

17. Why does the term “bureaucratic” have a negative connotation?
A) Bureaucracies are an extension of the judicial system.
B) Bureaucracies often favor a specific group of people.
C) Bureaucracies are large, impersonal, and slow.
D) Bureaucracies are notoriously corrupt.
Answer: C
Learning Objective: 6.3: Compare the functions and powers of political administrative systems.

Topic: Administrative Systems

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
18. A bureaucracy in which those in authority not only apply the rules but also try to understand your personal circumstances and adjust their actions to be responsive to your particular situation is known as _______. 
A) Weberian bureaucracy
B) arbitrary administration

C) discriminatory administration

D) humane administration

Answer: D
Learning Objective: 6.3: Compare the functions and powers of political administrative systems.

Topic: Administrative Systems

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Remember the Facts

19. At the heart of the adjudication function is the attempt to ________.
A) interpret and apply the laws to a given situation
B) regulate the proper implementation of new laws

C) ensure that the laws are fair

D) enact the laws for the state

Answer: A

Learning Objective: 6.4: Outline the major elements within judicial systems.

Topic: Judiciaries

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts

20. The concept of an independent judiciary means that judicial actors _______.
A) are not representative of the population

B) are not elected

C) are not under the direct control of either the executive or legislature

D) control their ideological preferences

Answer: C

Learning Objective: 6.4: Outline the major elements within judicial systems.

Topic: Judiciaries

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts

ESSAY QUESTIONS
21. Explain why executives seem to be increasingly dominant relative to legislatures.
Do you believe this dominance should be limited? If so, how might the power of the executive be limited? Should the legislature or another political actor (which one?) be empowered to balance executive power?
Answer: The ideal answer should include:

1. Some analysts call the twentieth century the “age of the executive.” This label reflects the apparent concentration of power in executives and the relative decline of legislatures’ powers. Recently we saw the rise of “strongman leaders” worldwide.
2. The reduced capacity of many legislatures to take coherent and decisive state action is linked to the emergence of more coherent and decisive executives. Also, in many cases, the legislature may delegate tasks to the executive.
3. Should this trend be limited? Answers may vary.

Learning Objective: 6.1: Analyze the structure and roles of political executives.

Topic: Executives

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Apply What You Know

22. What are the roles of the legislature? Do contemporary legislatures play a dominant role in policymaking?
Answer: The ideal answer should include:

1. Most modern legislatures have three broad roles: (1) enacting legislation, (2) representing the citizenry, and (3) overseeing the executive.

2. Most contemporary legislatures do not play the dominant role in policymaking; this role has passed to the executive and the administration. Although executives often set the policy course, most legislatures retain the right to investigate, legislate, and appropriate.

Learning Objective: 6.2: Summarize the roles of the legislature.

Topic: Legislatures

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts

23. What are the advantages and disadvantages of bureaucracy as it exists in contemporary political systems? Under what conditions would a non-bureaucratic form of administration be desirable?
Answer: The ideal answer should include:

1. A bureaucracy is a particular structure and set of processes through which the administration can operate.

2. Advantages: A well-structured bureaucracy can help citizens navigate their government and can act as a deterrent to corruption. A well-functioning bureaucracy (Weberian bureaucracy) provides predictability, fairness, and standardization.

3. Disadvantages: But there are also many contemporary political systems, and even more examples historically, in which public administrators treat people unpredictably or with clear biases. Some criticisms of bureaucracy are really directed at all large administrative structures that exercise increasing control over people’s lives and that seem too large and too powerful. Fundamentally, the bureaucracy label has come to connote a system that is too inflexible and impersonal.

4. Despite criticisms of its occasional excesses in practice, most people conclude that they would prefer a Weberian bureaucracy to one that is arbitrary, discriminatory, or corrupt.

Learning Objective: 6.3: Compare the functions and powers of political administrative systems.

Topic: Administrative Systems

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts

24. Is judicial review democratic? Discuss both the democratic and undemocratic aspects of judicial review.
Answer: The ideal answer should include:

1. Judicial review entails judicial structures establishing the final interpretation of what the constitution and the laws mean, including the right to reinterpret, revoke, or overrule the policy decisions of the other political structures, including the executive, legislature, and administrative branches.

2. Research has revealed that judicial structures in many advanced democracies have exercised increasing power to redefine and overturn the actions of the other branches. That can potentially be undemocratic since judges are not usually elected or accountable to the people. This is troubling since crucial interpretations and decisions can hinge on a bare majority vote by a tiny number of people.
3. On the other hand, even in countries where top judicial officials are appointed, their authority is derived directly from the elected officials, whose power is based on popular consent. Thus, empowering appointed judges is fully consistent with democratic principles.

Learning Objective: 6.4: Outline the major elements within judicial systems.

Topic: Judiciaries

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts

25. Explain the differences between common law and civil law, and then discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each.

Answer: The ideal answer should include:

1. The common law tradition is grounded in the general laws and rules that have been enacted by legislatures and have evolved over time. The key goal of the legal system is to interpret existing precedents from previous judicial rulings. Innocence is presumed until evidence indicates guilt. The court system is adversarial, with the disputing sides making their points and the judge acting as a referee to ensure that the proceedings are fair. Possibly, flexibility could be seen as a strength of the common law tradition. Often this can be associated with greater judicial discursion. On the other hand, flexibility and discretion as well as adversarial proceedings can be sources of inconsistent outcomes and unfair treatment.

2. In the civil law tradition, the key goal is the precise application of extremely detailed legal documents to the specific case. The court system is more inquisitional, with the judge asking critical questions under the assumption that the party on trial is guilty of violating the law unless innocence can be proven. While some could complain about small judicial discretion, the precision of civil law promised greater fairness.
Learning Objective: 6.4: Outline the major elements within judicial systems.

Topic: Styles of Adjudication
Difficulty Level: Easy
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
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